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Don’t forget to be a human being! It could sound strange but believe me, some people need to remember it.

I don’t know if watches run faster now than before. I don’t know if I come from another planet but I feel something different now. People have forgotten the warmness in their relationships with people they don’t know well and even with those they know well.
Greeting with a true smile when you enter a room or place doesn’t cost you anything but it can make life more pleasant.
Some professionals who have to work with people, for example physicians, treat people like machines and not like human beings. Sometimes they expect just short answers to their questions, answers like yes or no; there is no time to explain the answer. 

Human beings are a complex system where different components are related. Human beings feel happiness, sadness, fear, courage, anger, etc. Human beings say Hi, good bye, I hope you get better, and more…Don’t forget to be a human being.

Ibeth Santiago

Editor

What has Happened…
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Scrabble Fest – Thursday, October 16, 2008   
Ten teams competed in  group scrabble games at the Bayfront Plaza Hotel on Thursday, October 16, 2008 .  Citgo’s team won first place.  In second place was the College of Education of TAMU-CC, and in third, the team from the Caller-Times.
- Proclamation

The City of Corpus Christi issued a Proclamation for International Literacy Day, September 9, 2008 .

- Tutor Conference
The Corpus Christi Literacy Council hosted its Tutor Conference on Saturday, September 6, 2008.  Deborah Culbertson, M.Ed., Dyslexia and Reading Consultant, Education Service Center (ESC) Region 2, spoke about adult literacy and dyslexia.

- Recognitions
Benefactors and outstanding volunteers for the Literacy Council were recognized at the closing session of the Tutor Conference on September 6, 2008.  
**The Cecil E. Burney Award was presented to Anneliese Arnold, an outstanding volunteer literacy tutor.  
**The Curtis B. Dyer special recognition volunteer award was presented to Alisis R.  West
**The benefactor award was presented to LyondellBasell.  
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- Corpus Christi Literacy Council Award
Ibeth Santiago, an alumna and volunteer at the literacy council, accepted the Texas Adult Student of the Year award which had been presented to her in absentia last month by Texas Learns, a coalition of literacy agencies from all over Texas.
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Classes:
- ESL (Basic): Tuesday & Thursday 10 am to 12, Monday and Wednesday 6 pm to 8 pm, (Intermediate level): Tuesday thru Thursday, 10 am to 12 
-EL Civics: Tuesday thru Thursday, 10 am to 12 
-Citizenship: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 to 10 am
- Practice on Computers: Monday thru Friday: 8:30 am – 4 pm
Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
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Our students write… 
This next writing came from a Korean student who returned to her country recently. We miss her and here is an essay which she wrote in a class before she left:

 I am student at The Literacy Council but today I taught the rhyming words to my classmates. I have never taught before, so it was difficult.

First, I wrote and underlined a word. Next, the other students read the sentence and they answered. Last, when someone said the right answer I said “Bingo”.

Some of the answers were easy but other ones were difficult. We learned new words too. It was difficult to explain for me, but it was a good experience. Also my teacher helped me a lot. I appreciate my teacher Miss Neva.
Young Cho (Korea)
My favorite holiday is…

My favorite Holiday is Mother’s day because in my country this date is so important for us. I grew up celebrating that day as a very special day and I still think like this. But I never forget that other Holidays are also important, especially Thanksgiving day. I like to say Thanks every day for all that I am and I have. In thanksgiving day my family and I celebrate together.
 Maria Guadalupe Torres (Mexico)



  ………………
My favorite Holiday is New Year’s Day and Christmas Eve because my daughter was born on December 23rd. She is a Christmas baby.

Before New Year’s eve, we go shopping. Next day I make cookies, cake, beverages and some food.  Then I clean the house. New Year’s night I prepare the table and my husband, my daughter and I eat the food. Then we watch TV and we eat some fruits, nuts and cake.

I like new years day because I make a new plan for my life for the New Year.

Nursen Namal (Turkey)
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Volunteers & Tutors
Welcome new tutors who participated in the Tutor Training Workshop on July 07, 2008:
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Jesenia Guerra

Katy O'Callaghan

Karon Connelly

Everett Lamb

Karen Spencer
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Inside Grammar

Commonly Confused Words

These are some of the pairs of words that are most often confused with each other.

DO NOT CONFUSE… 

· adoptive with adopted: children are adopted, but parents are adoptive.

· adverse, 'unfavourable, bad', with averse, which means 'strongly disliking or opposed to', as in I am not averse to helping out.

· affect and effect: affect means 'make a difference to', whereas effect means 'a result' or 'bring about (a result)'.
· ambiguous with ambivalent: ambiguous primarily means 'having more than one meaning, open to different interpretations', while ambivalent means 'having mixed feelings'.

· amoral with immoral: amoral means 'not concerned with morality', while immoral means 'not conforming to accepted standards of morality'.
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More at: http://www.askoxford.com/betterwriting/classicerrors/confused/?view=uk
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Smile


Improving your family 
Brain Exercises:
 Memory, like muscular strength, is a “use it or lose it” proposition. The more you work out your brain, the better you’ll be able to process and remember information.
Novelty and sensory stimulation are the foundation of brain exercise. If you break your routine in a challenging way, you’re using brain pathways you weren’t using before. This can involve something as simple as brushing your teeth with your nondominant hand, which activates little-used connections on the nondominant side of your brain. Or try a “neurobic” exercise that forces you to use your faculties in unusual ways, like showering and getting dressed with your eyes closed, take a course in a subject you don’t know much about, learn a new game of strategy, etc. That’s the most effective way to keep your synapses firing.
In addition to exercising your brain, there are some basic things you can do to improve your ability to retain and retrieve memories:

1. Pay attention. You can’t remember something if you never learned it, and you can’t learn something — that is, encode it into your brain — if you don’t pay enough attention. No multitasking when you need to concentrate! If you distract easily, try to receive information in a quiet place where you won’t be interrupted. 

2. Tailor information acquisition to your learning style. Most people are visual learners; they learn best by reading or otherwise seeing what it is they have to know. But some are auditory learners who learn better by listening. They might benefit by recording information they need and listening to it until they remember it. 

3. Involve as many senses as possible. Even if you’re a visual learner, read out loud what you want to remember. If you can recite it rhythmically, even better. Try to relate information to colors, textures, smells and tastes. The physical act of rewriting information can help imprint it onto your brain. 

4. Relate information to what you already know. Connect new data to information you already remember, whether it’s new material that builds on previous knowledge, or something as simple as an address of someone who lives on a street where you already know someone. 

5. Organize information. Write things down in address books and datebooks and on calendars.

6. Understand and be able to interpret complex material. For more complex material, focus on understanding basic ideas rather than memorizing isolated details. Be able to explain it to someone else in your own words.   

7. Rehearse information frequently and “over-learn”. Review what you’ve learned the same day you learn it, and at intervals thereafter. What researchers call “spaced rehearsal” is more effective than “cramming.” 
8. Be motivated and keep a positive attitude. Tell yourself that you want to learn what you need to remember, and that you can learn and remember it. Telling yourself you have a bad memory actually hampers the ability of your brain to remember, while positive mental feedback sets up an expectation of success. 
http://www.helpguide.org/life/improving_memory.htm


TUTORS:

If you have any books that you are not using with your students please return them to the Literacy Council.
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This newsletter is produced by students of the Corpus Christi Literacy Council

4044 Greenwood Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78416.
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Is it legal for a man to marry his widow's sister in the state of California?....


Answer: Probably not, since he's dead.








Running out of gas! 


? ...because all his uncles were ants.





Chase parked cars!
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Congratulations… to Josefina Tovar, our  student who became citizen on July 31, 2008.
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